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Rom Shing Rom-shing Cheng, grandson of renowned 1960s
Hakka opera Hakka opera singer Mei-mei Cheng, reconstituted

his grandmother’s opera troupe in 1986. In 1988,
Troupe he registered the Rom Shing Hakka Opera Troupe
Over one as an organization dedicated to preserving and
hundred years performing the Hakka opera art form. The troupe
of tradition is a proud recipient of a coveted Golden Melody
and 29 years Awards “Best Traditional Arts and Music” award.

of ongoing Since assuming leadership of the troupe, Yueh-

legacy

ching Cheng has vigorously maintained the
troupe’s “freshly elegant” style while beautifully
weaving traditional Hakka operatic themes and
art forms throughout an extensive performance
portfolio and creating new, refreshingly popular
theatrical scripts that are keeping the troupe
tactfully in step with the times.
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Cheng Rom-
Shing

©
Art Director

Rom Shing
Hakka Opera
Troupe
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Master Degree of Department of Music, National
Taiwan Normal University. DEA Certificate of Institut
national des langues et civilisations orientales. PhD.
of New Asia Institute of Advanced Chinese Studies.

Former positions as the leader of Miao-Li Chen
Family Pei-Kuan Pa-Yin Group, founder of Rom
Shing Hakka Opera Troupe, leader of National Fu-
Hsing Dramatic Arts Academy, principal of National
Fuhsing Drama School, president of National
Taiwan College of Performing Arts, chairman of
Taiwan Hakka Performing Arts Culture Association,
and chairman of Qing Mei Yuan Culture Foundation.
Lecturer at Taipei National University of the Arts,
National Taiwan Normal University, National Taiwan
University of Arts, Soochow University, and Chinese
Culture University.

Publications include the following: Introduction to
Taiwan Hakka Music, Study of Taiwan Hakka Three-
Character Tea-Picking Opera, Study of Hakka Pa-Yin
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in Northern Taiwan, The History of Hakka
Pa-Yin Music Development in Miaoli
Region - An Analysis of the Folk Song by
Miaoli Qing-Song Chen’s Family, History of
Miaoli County Hakka Opera Development
(co-author), Hakka Opera Figure Acting
- Fundamental Figure (co-author), Hakka
Opera Tea-Picking Figure - Fundamental
Figure for Female Role (co-author), Hakka
Opera Selection - Sannai Scolding Her Son
(co-author), Hakka Opera Fundamental
Voice Selection, Selected Readings of
Hakka Three-Character Tea-Picking
Opera, Transformation - Chronicles of
12 Years of Centennial Reforms in Opera
Education, Rom Shing in Hakka Opera and
other publications, and Ten CD Albums of
“Cheng Rom-Shing Music Album.
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Received awards presented by the
Ministry of Education, including: “Social
Educator with Merits - 3rd-Class
Professional Education Culture Medal,”
“Contribution Award for Conservation
and Promotion of Hakka Culture,” “2003
Distinguished Public Servant and Educator
(Chief of Government Agencies),”"2012
Recognition of Distinguished Contribution
Personal Award for Promoting Local
Language,” “2013 Hakka Dedication
Award - Lifetime Dedication Award”
presented by Hakka Affairs Council,
“21st Teco Technology Award” in
category of Humanity Award - Culture
Category (Music Category)” presented
by Teco Technology Foundation; the
2021 "National Living Treasure” for the
conservation of important traditional arts
- honored by the Ministry of Culture.
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EiB 7T Program Introduction
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The actors hold and wave flags to exhibit the combination
of strength and beauty through fluent choreography,
which is incorporated with the technical motions including
the tumbling and jumping of Kung Fu in traditional
operas. The opening of the entire performance starts with
great momentum and is full of tension, presenting the
unique vitality and vitality and spirit of Hakka operas.

Actors: Hu Chen-Yu, Su Chun-Hung, Hu Yu-
Sheng, Huang Wei-Hao, Yeh Chun-
Hung, Hsieh Yu-Tung, Yu Ping-Feng,
Chen Y-Ting, Liu Chia-Jou, Chang Ya-
Han, Wu Tai-Chen, Wu Hui-Hui
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: A clown role and a female role are singing to each other.
Makmg a I I d a female rol ingi h oth
Scene at They represent the exceptionally comic tension and stage
. . amusement in a traditional Hakka tea-picking opera
Midnight

through interesting lyrics and the exaggerating and
humorous performing techniques. It is highly entertaining
and popular among audience in all ages.

Actors: Dou Fu-Hua: Su Kuo-Ching
CHIANG MA-CHA: LiuTzu-Yin
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This opera was an excerpt from the fourth episode of
Taiwan Hakka three-character tea-picking drama — "The
story of Chang San-lang selling tea." The plot describes
how Chang San-Lang goes to a winehouse to flirt with
the beautiful ladies after his success in business. The
performance incorporates a lot of Hakka proverbs and
everyday words to exhibit the fun of languages and local
features. During the performance, actors will serve tea to
audience and interact with audience through improvised
composition. It is an performance element with high level
of engagement and techniques.

Actors: Chang San-Lang: Yu Ping-Feng
Hsu Hua-Chiao: Liu Chia-Jou
Hsu Hsiu-Chiao: Chang Ya-Han
Ladies: Wu Tai-Chen, Wu Hui-
Hui
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Golden This is the last episode of “The story of Chang San-lang
Hairpin selling tea” The plot describes how Chang Tsai-Tzu gave

away the entire load of groceries in pursuit of Anaigu.
The play shows the personality of the characters and
their interesting dialogue, making it a masterpiece of
lifestyle and comic effects while reflecting the interaction
of sentiment between the roles and lively performance of
Hakka opera.

Actors: Chang Tsai-Tzu: Huang Wei-Hao
Anaigu: Chen Y-Ting
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This plot describes how a romantic young master intends
to flirt with the sisters taking the boat but ends up being
teased and having to pay more boat fare. The plot is very
interesting and the scenes are full of excitement. The
combination of vocal passage, performing techniques,
and narrative rhythm is a common mini drama in Taiwan
Hakka three-character tea-picking drama. This passage
is a folklore entertainment and draws an exciting and

interests ending to the entire performance.

Actors: Romantic Young Master: Hu Yu-Sheng
Sister-in-Law: Wu Tai-Che
Older Sister: LiuTzu-Yin
Younger Sister: Wu Hui-Hui
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Also known as “Ke Zai Xian” or “Small Yehu,"” the

:ﬂ Erxian is a high-pitched bowed string instrument.
. It has two strings and a semi-spherical resonating
Erian body made from a small coconut shell, with the

front covered by a thin piece of paulownia wood.
The neck is made of hardwood, the bridge is
typically made of bamboo, and the strings are
usually steel. The instrument produces a bright and
penetrating tone.
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Also known as “Hu Xian” or "Large Yehu,” the

ﬂ*ﬁﬂ Panghu is a mid-range bowed string instrument.
It has two strings and a semi-spherical resonator
Panghu made from a large coconut shell, with the front

covered by a paulownia wood panel. The neck is
made of hardwood. The bridge is often made from
a clam shell, though some are made of bamboo,
typically with a thin copper coin placed underneath.
The strings are usually made of silk. The instrument
produces a soft, mellow, and rich tone.
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The Sanxian is a plucked string instrument.

Eﬂ Its overall structure includes a neck, body, a
. rectangular soundbox, as well as strings, tuning
Sanxian pegs, and a bridge. A wooden wedge on the neck

and the bridge are used to adjust string tension,
while the tuning pegs are turned for tuning.
The strings are typically made of nylon, and the
soundboard on both the front and back of the
soundbox is made of paulownia wood.
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The Sheng is made up of multiple bamboo

E pipes (sheng miao) of varying lengths inserted
into a resonating chamber (sheng dou). Sound
Sheng is produced through the vibration of reeds in

resonance with the air columns inside the pipes.
Its tone is clear and mellow, and it is capable
of producing harmonies during performance.
Traditional sheng instruments come in various
forms, with the most common types having 17
reeds or 13 reeds.
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E? The Dizi is a bamboo wind instrument that
o produces a crisp and bright tone through the
Dizi vibration of a special membrane called the dimo.

It has a wide range and comes in two main types:
Bangdi (high-pitched and bright) and Qudi (rich
and mellow)
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Also known as the single-headed drum, the Ban

*&ﬁi Gu is a small drum with a single drumhead. It
produces a high-pitched, crisp, and resonant
Ban Gu sound. It is mainly used to accompany Chinese

opera and instrumental ensembles, often serving
as the conductor’s instrument within traditional
opera orchestras. During performance, it is played
with two sticks striking the center or edge of the
drumhead, coordinating with clappers to control
the rhythm.
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"ﬁuw The Suona has a powerful and penetrating tone. It
Suona consists of a mouthpiece (with a reed), a wooden
body, and a brass bell. It is commonly heard
at weddings, celebrations, Chinese opera, and
traditional folk percussion ensembles.
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Also known as the Tong Gu, the Tang Gu has a
s drumhead diameter of about six inches and a barrel
iﬂi height of approximately eight inches. It produces a
Tang Gu moderate volume with a clear and distinct rhythm.
Played with two wooden drumsticks, it utilizes
various striking techniques such as single hits,
double hits, accented hits, muted hits, pressing
hits, shaking hits, and rolls. Combined with gongs
and cymbals, it forms the traditional "Luo Gu Jing”
(Gong and Drum Classics), which helps enhance
the dramatic atmosphere in performances.
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= 1; Also known as “Bangzi,” this instrument originates
. . from Qin opera. It is made from a piece of hard
Qiaozi wood approximately four inches long, two inches
high, and three inches wide, with a hollowed-out
side. It is played by striking the top with a wooden
stick.
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kﬁ The gong is made of resonant copper and shaped
like a round disc with a diameter of about one foot.
Da Luo The edge has two small holes about three inches

apart, through which silk cords or leather straps are
attached. Sound is produced by striking the center
of the gong's surface with a wooden mallet.
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&%‘ The Nao Bo consists of two circular copper plates with
Nao Bo raised centers. It is widely used in traditional Chinese

opera and produces a crisp, loud sound. Originally,
"Nao” and "Bo" referred to two different instruments:
the former has a bowl-shaped top with an inverted
cone, while the latter has a hemispherical shape.
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Ij\ﬁﬁ The sound produced is called “tai,” and a light tap is
called “lai.” The tone is soft and melodious. The gong
is shaped like a round disc with a rim, approximately
six and a half inches in diameter, made of resonant
copper. The striking surface in the center of the gong
is slightly raised and about two inches in diameter. The
gong is played by striking it with a small gong board,
which is a wooden block approximately six inches long
and one inch wide, with one end shaped like an oval.

Xiao Luo
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‘HES 8 Performers

BilTiREs | IREE BEEE HHREF JHE EEE
B4R E HU,CHEN-YU SU,KUO-CHING

CHENG,ROM-SHING

EE RialE HE AR HE RKE
CHEN,YI-TING HU,YU-SHENG WU,DAI-CHEN
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‘HES 8 Performers

EE BIRS HE BMfER BHERFTH
LIU, TZU-Y1 LIU,CHIA-JOU WU,HUI-HUI
HE R HE FMER BB HRIE
ZHANG,YA-HAN HUANG,WEI-HAO YU,PING-FENG
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‘HES 8 Performers

BB FRE954 HE EfRR BB BFR
SU,CHUN-HUNG YE,JUN-HONG HSIEH,YU-TUNG
2Em | InBRx BiEE ZEEM HEHESR ZEEm BPISI
CHUNG,CHI-VI CHUANG,YA-JAN TENG,YIN-KO
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‘HES 8 Performers

ZEEm RINA 446M ER1ERA 2EEm M
SUNG,PEI-RONG CHIU,CHUN-MING LIN, TING-HAN
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YEH, TSUNG-EN HUANG,PO-YU
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Sponsors

NO. Donor (Organization) Name Amount

1 ER#R5E. EBEl5R $3,000.00
2 BRI, RELS $1,020.00
3 MBFE BXE $1,000.00
4 BIEHA. RS = $1,000.00
5 FlaE. RIRE $1,000.00
6 SiIk=E. 2FRP2 $500.00
7 ESP. =AE $350.00
8 UMEBEHEFESR $303.00
9 B $300.00
10 HiEE. BTk $300.00
11 gKiE. BiEE $300.00
12 BEIE. SEME $200.00
13 EMEGR. R $200.00
14 PREAR., ZF=UR $200.00
15 MIEE $200.00
16 5373 $200.00
17 =[5 $200.00
18 RIEAR, EEERIE $100.00
19 William Hsiao $100.00
20 Selina Chang $100.00
21 BXAR &= $100.00

Special Thanks to:

Wan Ja Shan International LLC A& X ;EENRVEE S BB

23
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Volunteers
5f F ¥ Camilla Kuo % E ¥ Annie Tsai
[ = % Mei-Lin Chen = 5 f& Steve Tseng
2 £ B Chun-Ming Tseng M J" %8 Biing-Hwan Lin
% % % Fen-Ying Chang i# #k & Rossana Chung
# BE X Terng Kuang Heish M ¥ ZE Tsae-Yun Lin
% £ Z& Chun-Tai Tseng 2] ¥ Iz Chia-Chen Liu
72 ttt ¥ Shyh-Gene Cherng ©@ Jk Z= ChenNing Tseng
= X f# Victor Liau [ Z %J] Su-Ling Chen
i® & %5 Chuen-Fen Chung % X Jt Yung-Gung Yang
E A #ZE Ren-Hwa Yeh = & 8 Vicky Huang
= X it Wenbin Huang M Lt & David Wei
5k ¥ 4 Da-Sheng Chang 5 t& Joy Feng
& # B Chiou-Yeh Yu = & EE Stan Tsai
M I = Amy Lin % E 1 PhilipWu
# &L @ Charlie Pan Z E Z Francis Chee Yoon Lee
E8 B % Harriet Chiu % & & ChuenShiang Peng
Z 14 {£ VYie Chia Lee B8 Bl & Feng-Ying Chiu
% #& ZE= Su-Hwa Chang %2 =% 7 Meei-Fang Wu







MINISTRY OF CULTURE Hakka Affairs Council Rom Shing Hakka Opera Troupe
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Hakka Association in Washington Metropolitan Area (HAWMA) WAsREEM :
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